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The Scop, the fountain of Teutonic poetry, was a
member of the comtatus, and like his companions a
man of noble birth. It was his business to celebrate
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in song, the wealth, the valour, the descent of his lord.
and in return for the satisfactory discharge of this
duty he received from the latter presents of rings,
bracelets and lands.’
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‘ Thus wandering go with their lays over many
lands the gleemen of men. Their wants they express,
their words of thanks they uttcr; always south & mnorth
they find one knowing in songs, liberal in gifts, who
desire to exalt his greatness, to show his dignity, in
the presence. of his nobles, until all vanishes, life and
life together. He who works praise has under heaven
enduring glory. ’
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‘ Sometimes death or the fortune of war dispersed
the comtatus, and one of the most beatiful and pathetic
passages in Anglo—-Saxon poetry describes the feelings
of the Scop as he recalls in exile the joyous company
of former days—

‘ When sorrow and sleep often together bind the poor
solitary one, then in his mind, it seems to him that
he embraces and kisses his lord and lays on his knee
his hands and bis head, as when erstwhile in days
of old he enjoyed his gifts; then wakes once
more the friendless man and sees before him the
fallow paths, the sea—fowl dipping and spreading their
wings, rime and snow falling mingled with hail: then
grow heavier the words -of his heart, painful after
dreaming, and sorrow is renewed.’ "
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‘ Being so long without the sight of his Lord, his
life seemed wearisome to him and he hecame con-
fronted with melancholy.’
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Your Dbeauty, Lady fair,
None views without delight;
But still so cold an air
No passion could excite,
Vet this I  patient see
While all are shunned like me-
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No mymph my heart can wouund,
If favour she divide;
And smiles on all around
Unwilling to decide,

I'"d rather hatred bear
Than love with others share.
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of their own, which constitute par excellence the beauty
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‘It will be seen that about four pages have been occu-
pied to express as a bard would in the shortest possible
compass—{( For, one could give a version even thrice
as long),~to express only the #wo following sentences.
“ The Rajputs equipped with poniards and swords,
“ marched on horseback to Ubaria, the seat of Hamir,
“ the Obstinate, who had a handsome daughter in the
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“ puberty of twenty summers. They were receieved at
* the public square (choro) and speudidg the evening
““with opium, hookah and ‘small talk,’ were lodged and
* feasted for the night; and, on rising in the morning
“they made their terms of marriage.” The ending
couplet is Hudibrastic, native bards bheing capable of

much dry, satiric humour, whenever they wist to
express it. (3. 51 Bl Airdl @l R AUD WkAEAL UL 1R)
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‘Still, the language is as correct as any Hindu
would write; while the volume has for its size more
colloquial idioms, and social expressions than perhaps
any other. Objections will be taken to some words and
turns of sentences as provinclal or rustic and not used
by the stale jog-trot writers of Ahmedabad. While
hearing the story-teller or mixing in the rustic pastimes
of the people, I tovk a pleasure (I am sorry I did
not make it a study ) to mark some words, which
struck me as picturesque or expressions which appeared
to me to be original. I have endeavoured to transfer
them, though under the greatest stint for the present,
in my writings.’
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